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ARGENTINA. 5 Mar.—Brazil. An agreement with Brazil was signed 
in Buenos Aires under which Brazil agreed to buy 1-5 m. tons of wheat 
at $112 a ton in exchange for Brazilian bananas, timber, and other 
products. 

6 Mar.—Meat. The Government ordered that from g March all 
meat earmarked for export should be diverted to the home market 
until the local supply situation should have returned to normal. 

10 Mar.—Chile. The Foreign Trade Ministry announced a barter 
agreement between the State trading agency (the I.A.P.I.) and a 
Chilean steel company, providing for the purchase by Argentina of 
semi-manufactured steel, including tin plate, to the value of 227 m. 
pesos (more than £10 m.) in the next five years in exchange for sun- 
flower seed oil. 

18 Mar.—Argentine-Chilean Railway. The Foreign Ministry 
announced that initial steps had been taken by the Ministry of Trans- 
port to resume work on the south transandine railway linking Bahia 
Blanca with the Chilean town of Concepcién. 

Bolivia. It was announced that the Bolivian Government had can- 
celled the twenty-five-year agreement with an Argentine financial 
group, signed in September 1952, for the building of a tin smelting 
plant, an explosives factory, and a match factory, and for establishing a 
commercial and industrial bank in Bolivia. 


BOLIVIA. 18 Mar.—Cancellation of agreement with Argentine group 
(see Argentina). 


ASSEMBLY FOR A EUROPEAN POLITICAL COMMUNITY. 
6 Mar.—The ad hoc Assembly met in Strasbourg to discuss the draft 
constitution of a European political community which had been pre- 
pared by the Constitutional Committee. Herr von Brentano, chairman 
of the Constitutional Committee, explained that the draft had been 
adopted by twenty-one members of his committee against one negative 
vote (M.' Mollet, the French Socialist leader, see p. 131). He insisted 
that the draft represented the greatest measure of common agreement 
and urged the Assembly not to introduce major amendments to it. 

9g Mar.—The Foreign Ministers of the six E.D.C. countries met in 
Strasbourg to discuss the procedure they would adopt after receiving 
the draft constitution. 

10 Mar.—The Assembly adopted the draft treaty for a political 
community by 50 votes and 5 abstentions. 


AUSTRALIA. 5 Mar.—Tariffs. New tariff schedules, which included 
steep increases in tariffs on certain types of British furnishing textiles 
and internal combustion engines, were presented to Parliament. 

Commonwealth Bank Bill. The Bill to create a separately incor- 
porated Commonwealth trading bank in place of the general trading 
division of the Commonwealth Bank passed all stages in the House of 
Representatives. 


11 Mar.—Indo-China. Following talks between M. Letourneau, 
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French Resident Minister in Indo-China, and service Ministers, a joint 
statement was issued by Mr Casey, Minister for External Affairs, and 
M. Letourneau announcing that Australia would give France surplus 
military and air equipment for use in Indo-China and that Viet-Nam, 
Laos, and Cambodia would be included in the Colombo plan. 

12 Mar.—It was announced that the surplus war equipment to be 
offered to French forces in Indo-China would include 200 fighter and 
bomber aircraft. 


BELGIUM. 8 Mar.—British Base. A report of the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee on the Bill to ratify the agreement for the establish- 
ment of a British military base in Belgium gave details about the 
sharing of the costs of the base. The agreement provided that Belgium 
should pay 20 per cent of the cost of building the base and all the cost 
of expropriating the land used. The cost to Belgium was estimated at 
730 m. Belgian francs (about £5,215,000). The agreement was to be 
valid for the duration of the North Atlantic Treaty—twenty years— 
and if the base were not needed at the end of the period it would be 
handed over free to the Belgian Government. 

13 Mar.—M. Van Zeeland, Foreign Minister, left for the United 
States. 

17 Mar.—British Base. The Senate approved, by 141 votes to 3, 
with 7 abstentions, the Bill to ratify the agreement on the establishment 
of a British military base near Antwerp. 


BRAZIL. 5 Mar.—Trade agreement with Argentina (see Argentina). 


BULGARIA. 11 Mar.—United States and France. It was learned 
that a summary of documents on ‘the hostile and aggressive policy’ 
of the United States towards Bulgaria had been published by the 
Government in English in book form, and that a similar White Book 
on Yugoslav policy towards Bulgaria had been published in French. 


BURMA. 9 Mar.—The War Ministry announced that 5,000 Chinese 
Nationalists were retreating in north-east Burma following the re- 
occupation of Monghsu State by Burmese troops on 7 March. More than 
100 Chinese had been killed in the battle for Monghsu State. 

11 Mar.—Burmese troops captured Wan Loi, sixty miles east of 
Khesi Mansam. 

17 Mar.—The War Ministry announced a successful action on the 
central Salween sector in which seventy-five Chinese had been killed 
for the loss of three Burmese. 


CANADA. g Mar.—Mr St Laurent, Prime Minister, declared in a 
speech in Toronto that it was the responsibility of the Government to 
help in maintaining large markets for imports, and this meant ‘reason- 
able tariff policies and the avoidance of import restrictions’. 

12 Mar.—Great Britain. Mr Butler, British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, arrived in Ottawa from Washington to discuss with 
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Canada (continued) 
Canadian Ministers the British economic plan and its reception in 


Washington. 
CHILE. 10 Mar.—Trade agreement with Argentina (see Argentina). 


CHINA. 10 Mar.—Appointment of new Soviet Ambassador (see 
U.S.S.R.). 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE. 
16 Mar.—A conference to discuss the proposed single European market 
for agricultural products opened in Paris and was attended by repre- 
sentatives of the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Britain, Den- 
mark, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and Turkey. The Portuguese Minister 
of Agriculture attended as an observer. A request from Spain for ad- 
mission to the conference was approved by a large majority. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. ro Mar.— Attack on U.S. aircraft (see Germany). 

11 Mar.—U.S. Protest. The U.S. Ambassador delivered a Note 
strongly protesting against ‘the action of a Czechoslovak military air- 
craft in violating the U.S. zone of Germany and attacking U.S. military 
aircraft’ on 10 March. 

A Czechoslovak Note was presented at the U.S. Embassy. It re- 
jected the U.S. protest and declared that the two American aircraft 
had violated the Czechoslovak frontier and were eighteen miles south 
of Pilsen when first located. They had refused to land when ordered to 
do so and the Czechoslovak aircraft had thereupon opened fire and 
damaged one of the aircraft. The pilot had managed to crash in Ger- 
many. The Note also asserted that the American Embassy had admitted 
to previous violations by American aircraft. 

13 Mar.—A second United States Note was delivered in Prague. It 
rejected the Czech counter-protest, declaring that radar reports 
showed conclusively that the U.S. aircraft had not at any time crossed 
the border, and it demanded an apology for the attack, assurances that 
no such incidents would recur, and compensation for the Thunderjet 
aircraft. 

14 Mar.—Death of Mr Gottwald. Mr Gottwald, President of the 
State and Chairman of the Communist Party, died, aged fifty-six. He 
had been taken ill with congestion of the lungs after returning from 
Mr Stalin’s funeral in Moscow. 


DENMARK. 5 Mar.—A Polish pilot landed a Russian MIG15 jet 
= on the island of Bornholm and asked for asylum as a political 
refugee. 

6 Mar.—The Polish Minister delivered a Note demanding the return 
of the aircraft and of the pilot. 

8 Mar.—The Government replied to the Polish Note that the Polish 
pilot had violated Danish territory and that as the aircraft carried loaded 
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machine guns and photographic equipment the flight might have had an 
illegal purpose and a thorough investigation was therefore necessary. 

Polish seizure of Danish fishing vessels (see Poland). 

Mar.—A new Note was received from the Polish Government 
which expressed dissatisfaction with the Danish reply and protested 
that not only Danes but foreign experts had been allowed to examine 
the Polish aircraft. 

11 Mar.—The Polish authorities released the fishing boats. 

13 Mar.—In a verbal reply by the Foreign Ministry to the Polish 
Note of g March it was stated that Denmark repudiated the offensive 
insinuations of the Polish Note, that the landing was not desired by the 
Danes, and that an examination of the aircraft had been necessary to 
protect Danish interests. 


ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE. 5 Mar.—The E.C.E. 
Secretariat published a report entitled Economic Survey of Europe since 
the War. The Survey stated that production in western Europe had 
stagnated during the past eighteen months in spite of increased arma- 
ments expenditure, while the United States had continued to enjoy 
prosperity and in the Soviet Union output of certain major industrial 
products had become comparable with that of the six Schuman plan 
countries plus that of the United Kingdom. The standard of living in 
Russia was, however, still considerably lower than that of western 
Europe. 

To solve the disequilibrium in western Europe’s balance of pay- 
ments it recommended: (1) an increase in dollar earnings from sales of 
goods and services to the dollar area; (2) an increase in production of 
food and raw materials in western Europe and other non-dollar areas; 
(3) a displacement of U.S. exports of manufactured goods in western 
Europe and affiliated overseas areas, either as a result of stronger 
competition or of increased restrictions against dollar goods; (4) a 
more effective use of goods and capital supplied by western Europe to 
affiliated overseas countries so as to produce larger returns in the form 
of essential imports, or of dollars, and to decrease the direct dollar 
outlays of those countries. 

The survey suggested, as a means of bringing about the economic 
integration of western Europe, the industrialization of the Mediter- 
ranean countries by the industrially advanced countries in the west 
and north. It said the first prerequisites would be foreign loans and 
investment from the industrialized countries and the setting-up of a 
common west European labour market. 


EGYPT. 6 Mar.—Development. It was announced that the Govern- 
ment had appropriated £E21,500,000 to develop production over the 
next three years. Nearly {E12 m. was to be spent on irrigation and 
drainage works in the delta and £E6 m. on road construction. 

_7 Mar.—East Germany. A trade agreement with east Germany was 
signed in Cairo. It provided for an exchange of goods during the next 
twelve months up to the value of £E 5m. 
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Egypt (continued) 

10 Mar.—Great Britain: Sudan. Gen Nagib made a statement on 
the Sudan in which he declared that Sudanese officials and others had 
complained that the British Administration was resorting to intimida- 
tion and some Sudanese had been imprisoned. “This is contrary to the 
Sudan agreement,’ he declared, ‘and shows lack of good will and will 
undermine our confidence in any future agreement.’ He complained 
furthermore that, after the Egyptian Government had approved the 
appointment to the Governor-General’s commission of two Sudanese 
members nominated by Sayid Sir Abdel Rahman. al-Mahdi and Sayid 
Ali al-Mirghani, the British had objected to one of the nominees and 
had thus unjustifiably delayed the elections. He declared that reports 
had also been received of increasing maltreatment of southern Sudanese 
by British administrators and he approved a request by the people of 
the south for an impartial commission of inquiry as ‘we have proof that 
their complaints are justified’. Gen. Nagib further accused the British 
of transferring some of their officials to posts in the judicial service so 
that they could stay in the Sudan permanently. He said this was 
contrary to the Anglo-Egyptian agreement without the approval of 
the Governor-General’s commission. He also declared that British 
evacuation from the Canal Zone must be unconditional. 

Soviet Bloc. Egypt signed a barter agreement with Russia, Bulgaria, 
and Poland for an exchange of Egyptian cotton against 115,000 tons of 
wheat from the three countries. 

11 Mar.—British repudiation of Gen. Nagib’s charges (see Great 
Britain). 

13 Mar.—It was announced that Gen. Nagib had sent a strong pro- 
test to the Governor-General of the Sudan against his refusal to allow 
Salah ed-Din, the former Wafd Foreign Minister, and a delegation of 
Egyptian lawyers to go to southern Sudan. (The lawyers were reported 
to be going to south Sudan to defend persons who had been arrested 
but who had, in fact, later been released). 

14 Mar,—Canal Zone. The British and U.S. Ambassadors had 
talks with Gen. Nagib and Mahmoud Fawzi, the Foreign Minister, on 
the Canal Zone issue. 

15 Mar.—Gen. Nagib had further talks with both Ambassadors, 
jointly and separately. 

Message from Governor-General of the Sudan to Gen. Nagib (see 
Sudan). 

16 Re re in the Egyptian press indicated that the Govern- 
ment had rejected a proposal that a representative of the United States 
Government should participate in the forthcoming negotiations on the 
Canal Zone issue. 

18 Mar.—Col. Gamal al Nasir, first lieutenant of Gen. Nagib, stated 
in a published article: ‘We want immediate, complete, and uncon- 
ditional evacuation.’ He added that Egypt would not accord British 
military forces the right to return to the Canal Zone in the event of war, 
and that Egypt would not accord the Royal Air Force the use of air- 
fields in the Canal Zone. 
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FRANCE. 6 Mar.—E.D.C. Treaty. M. Bidault, Foreign Minister, 
told the Assembly that the Government had proposed to the British 
Government political participation in E.D.C. together with certain 
undertakings about the maintenance of troops in Europe. He did not 
reveal the content of the British reply but declared: ‘We refuse to 
believe the last word has been spoken.’ In regard to the recent British 
proposals for military co-operation, he said they were worth consider- 
ing but touched only one aspect of the question. He repeated that a 
definition of the future status of the Saar was essential before ratification 
of the E.D.C. treaty, promised that the additional French protocols 
would be presented to Parliament in their final form, and declared 
that the aim of French policy was ‘to make Europe without unmaking 
France.’ ; 

9 Mar.—Germany. M. Bidault had a meeting with Dr Adenauer in 
Strasbourg. 

Turkey. Mr Menderes and Mr KGpriilii, the Turkish Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, arrived in Paris for a four-day official visit. 

11 Mar.—Amnesty Bill. The Assembly approved by 390 votes to 
210 a Bill granting an amnesty to those condemned for the less serious 
collaboration offences and removing the bar of ‘ineligibility’ from 
deputies and senators who voted full powers to Marshal Peétain in 
1940, and from those who sat in the National Council at Vichy or held 
official positions conferred by Vichy after 1942. The Bill also provided 
for the paying of pensions to the 11,000 officials discharged without 
pension by purge committees after the liberation, and it amnestied 
certain common law offenders, including those sentenced during the 
strikes of 1947 and 1952. 

Turkey. The Turkish Ministers informed the French Government 
of their decision to recognize the Governments of Viet- Nam, Cambodia, 
and Laos. 

12 Mar.—E.D.C. A new Note about British links with the European 
Defence Community was delivered to the British Embassy. 

13 Mar.—Turkey. A statement issued at the end of the Turkish 
Ministers’ visit recorded a complete identity of views on all subjects. 

14 Mar.—Mont Blanc Tunnel. A convention between France and 
Italy on the construction of a tunnel beneath Mont Blanc linking the 
two countries was signed in Paris. 

17 Mar.—The Saar. M. Maurice Schuman, Under-Secretary of 
State, restated in the Council of the Republic French policy on the 
Saar. He said it had a double motive: the maintenance of an economic 
union with the Saar, and the development of political autonomy in the 
Saar—an autonomy which, he added, could be limited only by the 
future statute of Europe. 

Official circles confirmed that in the current talks between the Saar 
and French Governments, the latter had refused a request of the Saar 
delegation for the return of the Warndt mines to the Saar. 


GERMANY. 5 Mar.—West Germany. The Saar. Replying to 
Opposition criticisms of the Federal Government’s Saar policy, Dr 
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Germany (continued) 

Adenauer, the Chancellor, informed the Bundestag that the Govern- 
ment had protested against the Saar Government’s banning of the 
miners’ union, and he denied that the Saar negotiations were to be 
linked with ratification of the Paris and Bonn treaties. In connection 
with the negotiations in Paris on changes in the economic conventions, 
he said he had represented to the French Government that a final settle- 
ment of the Saar must not thereby be prejudiced. 

6 Mar.—Great Britain. An agreed minute on Anglo-West German 
trade during 1953 was signed in Bonn. It provided for increases in most 
quotas, in some cases by 100 and 200 per cent. Payment for exports and 
apa was to be made in sterling. 

Mar.—Bonn and Paris Treaties; Constitutional Court’s 
Ruling. The Constitutional Court at Karlsruhe ruled that it could 
not decide on the validity of a law until such law had been ratified by 
Parliament and that therefore the Coalition parties’ petition for a ruling 
that the treaties with the west did not conflict with the Constitution was 
inadmissible at that stage. 

East German-Egyptian Trade Agreement (see Egypt). 

Mar.—France. Dr Adenauer had another meeting with M. 
Bidault in Strasbourg. 

10 Mar.—Czech Attack on U.S. Aircraft. Two Russian MIG 15- 
type aircraft flew over the border into west Germany from Czecho- 
slovakia and shot down a U.S. jet fighter (see Czechoslovakia for protest 
and counter-protest). 

West Germany. Speaking to the press after returning from a 
meeting of the ad hoc Assembly for a European Political Community, 
Dr Adenauer referred to French misgivings about ratifying the E.D.C. 
treaty and fears in certain French circles that a rearmed Germany 
might wage war on Russia in order to recover her lost eastern territories. 
He pointed out that even when Germany had twelve divisions with 
perhaps another twelve in reserve it would be madness for her to con- 
template a resort to arms and that Germany would still lack the means 
to produce heavy weapons, atomic bombs, and aircraft. He also dis- 
missed the idea that Germany might ally herself with Russia at the 
expense of the western Powers, saying that this was contrary to the 
principles of European unity in which Germany believed. 

11 Mar.—Dr Conant, U.S. High Commissioner, said in a broadcast 
from Munich that it seemed doubtful to Americans whether western 
culture could survive in Europe without European political unity. He 
said he saw no practical alternative to the European Defence Com- 
munity. 

Gen. Remer. A spokesman of the Ministry of the Interior said that 
Gen. Remer, leader of the banned neo-Nazi Socialist Reich Party, had 
disappeared. 

12 Mar.—Soviet Attacks on British Aircraft. A British Lincoln 
bomber on a routine training flight was shot down by Soviet jet fighters 
near the zonal frontier. The crew of seven were killed. Two other 
incidents occurred during the day. Soviet fighters made a threatening 
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mock attack on another British bomber within the British zone, and a 
British Viking air liner, on the way to Berlin, was threatened by Soviet 
fighters which fired alongside it after it had strayed outside the air 
corridor. 

Russian Protest. Gen. Chuikov, Commander-in-Chief of Soviet 
forces in Germany, sent a Note to the British High Commissioner 
claiming that the British bomber shot down that day was 120 miles in- 
side east German territory when first observed, that it had failed to 
comply with instructions from two Soviet fighters to follow them to the 
nearest airport, and had instead opened fire on the Soviet fighters com- 
pelling them to return the fire. The Note alleged that two cannons and a 
heavy machine gun were found among the wreckage of the bomber. It 
protested against the violation of the east German frontier. 

13 Mar.—British Protest. The British High Commissioner sent a 
Note to Gen. Chuikov protesting ‘in the strongest terms against this 
deliberate and brutal act of aggression, involving the murder of British 
airmen.’ He demanded an immediate investigation, punishment of 
those responsible, and reparation for damage to persons and property. 

West Germany. Communism. The Supreme Court announced 
that the chairman and several leading members of the banned (Com- 
munist) Free German Youth had been arrested on charges of plotting 
against the Government. 

14 Mar.—Allied Protests. Further protests against the attacks of 
i2 March on British aircraft were sent to Gen. Chuikov by the three 
western High Commissioners. 

16 Mar.—Berlin. Following a meeting between Gen. Chuikov and 
Mr Conant, the U.S. High Commissioner, Gen. Chuikov intervened 
personally to speed up the movement of lorries between Berlin and the 
west which were being held up at the Russian check-point outside 
Berlin. 

17 Mar.—West Germany. Case of Naumann. The Court of 
Appeal of the British Control Commission upheld the order made by 
Judge Sir Norman Edgley on 20 February allowing Dr Naumann to 
see his counsel subject to conditions for security reasons. The ruling 
over-rode the order of the British High Commissioner denying Nau- 
mann access to his counsel. The Court dismissed the appeal by Mr 
Bathurst who submitted on benalf of the High Commissioner that Sir 
Norman Edgley had no authority to issue such an order and also the 
appeal by Naumann’s counsel who maintained he should have an 
unfettered, and not merely a conditional, right to see his counsel. 

18 Mar.—Sir Norman Edgley dismissed a petition by Dr Naumann 
for a writ of habeas corpus. 

West-German-Israeli Treaty. The Bundestag approved the com- 
pensation treaty signed on 10 September 1952 by 238 votes to 34, with 
86 abstentions. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 5 Mar.—Defence. After a debate on the White 
Paper on Defence an Opposition amendment proposing that the two- 
year period of military service should be subject to annual review was 


| 


166 5 MARCH 1953 — 18 MARCH 1953 


Great Britain (continued) 
defeated by 295 votes to 254. Mr Churchill, Prime Minister, declared 
that any reduction in the two-year period would be ‘a disaster of the 
first order’ and that ‘this was a testing time for the free world, and an 
sign of weakening would undermine the good that had already been 
done by both parties at heavy cost to everyone’. He said he had thought 
for many years that a two-year military service would be of great 
advantage to France. It would enable the French to revive the strength 
of their army in Europe and render positive their effort to maintain 
their empire. 

6 Mar.—Saudi Arabia: Incursions into Sheikdoms. A Foreign 
Office spokesman reported that the Saudi Arabian Chargé d’ Affaires 
had had discussions at the Foreign Office on 3 and 4 March about the 
frontier dispute which had arisen between Saudi Arabia, the British- 
protected Trucial Sheikdoms, and the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. 
He said that the frontiers between Saudi Arabia and the Sheikdoms 
were undefined, and in 1951 the British and Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ments had agreed to observe the status quo pending further negotia- 
tions. He then gave the following account of the dispute. On 31 August 
1952 a Saudi Arabian official, Turki bin Utaishan, had arrived with 
forty armed men in the village of Hamasa, in the oasis of Buraimi on the 
border between the Trucial States and the Sultanate of Muscat. The 
oasis contained eight villages, two of which—Buraimi and Hamasa— 
were regarded by the British Government as under the authority of 
the Sultan of Muscat, and the other six as belonging to the British- 
protected ruler of Abu Dhabi. The tribal sheiks had at once appealed 
to the British Government, and the Sultan of Muscat had asked that 
representations be made to the Saudi Arabian Government. The British 
Government had accordingly protested to the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ment on 15 September and had asked for the withdrawal of the party. 
Concurrently a force of the Trucial Oman levies proceeded to the 
Abu Dhabi part of the oasis. The Saudi Arabian Government had re- 
jected the protest and had persisted in their claim to the oasis. At the 
same time the Saudi Arabian official had sought by improper means to 
persuade the tribes in a large area around the oasis to accept Saudi 
Arabian authority. 

The British Government and the Sultan of Muscat had subsequently 
agreed with the Saudi Arabian Government to a standstill arrangement 
by which forces would remain in the positions they held in mid- 
October, and to a resumption of negotiations on frontier questions. 
H.M. Government had then proposed that the frontier problem should 
be settled by impartial arbitration. The Saudi Arabian Gove rnmert re- 
jected this proposal and repeated an earlier proposal for a plebiscite in 
Buraimi. This was unacceptable to the British Government as evidence 
was still being received that Turki bin Utaishin, in contravention of the 
standstill agreement, was continuing to exercise undue influence over 
the tribes and to tamper with their traditional allegiance. H.M. Govern- 
ment had repeated in January their offer to submit the dispute to 
arbitration and to discuss alleged breaches of the standstill agreement. 
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The Saudi Arabian Government had now taken up the offer after 
ignoring it for eight weeks. On 23 January a guard post of the Trucial 
Oman levies situated in undisputed British-protected territory had been 
surrounded by fifty tribesmen who demanded their surrender. Their 
leader was flying the Saudi Arabian flag, and it was afterwards estab- 
lished that he had been in communication with Turki bin Utaishin. On 
the arrival of local forces the tribesmen had immediately dispersed. 

Anglo-West German trade agreement (see Germany). 

7 Mar.—Statements on Anglo-U.S. talks (see United States). 

g Mar.—Jordan. Mr Nutting, Under Secretary, Foreign Office, 
announced in a parliamentary written reply, a British offer to co- 
operate with the Jordanian Government in a five-year plan of economic 
development beginning on 1 April and to contribute {1,250,000 in 
financial aid in the year 1953-4. He said it was hoped that by the end 
of the five years Jordan would be able to balance her budget without 
assistance. The cost of the programme for 1953-4 amounted to 
£1,471,000. Towards this the United Kingdom were making an 
interest-free loan of £500,000 and the remaining expenditure would be 
met by using the unexpended balance of the previous U.K. loan of 
{1:5 m. The remaining £750,000 of the £1,250,000 now proposed 
would be a grant towards the Jordan budget for 1953-4 and would 
form part of the assistance offered under the Anglo-Jordan Treaty of 
Alliance. 

Army Estimates. Mr Head, Secretary for War, presented to Parlia- 
ment the army estimates for 1953-4 which totalled {£526 m. for a 
strength of 554,000. 

11 Mar.—Egypt and the Sudan. Mr Lloyd, Minister of State, told 
the Commons he had asked the Governor-General of the Sudan for full 
information on all Gen. Nagib’s allegations about breaches of the 
agreement on the Sudan (see Egypt, 10 March), and he said he had little 
doubt that they would prove to be quite unfounded. In regard to the 
nomination of the Sudanese members of the Governor-General’s 
commission, Britain had formally proposed to the Egyptian Govern- 
ment on 2 March the nomination of the two candidates who had 
received the most votes at a meeting on 25 February of the four Sudan- 
ese northern political parties. So far as he knew the Egyptian Govern- 
ment had not formally nominated any candidate but had been seeking 
to promote the candidature of Dardiri Mohammed Osman who, he 
understood, supported a closer association between Egypt and the 
Sudan. ‘Far from any delay having been caused by H.M. Government’, 
said Mr Lloyd ‘delay . . . appears now clearly to be due to Egyptian 
unwillingness to accept the candidates proposed by the Sudanese 
themselves.’ 

Mr Lloyd added that the Government strongly deprecated the 
Egyptian attempt to conduct diplomacy by means of statements to the 
press. He had made strong representations to this effect to the Egyptian 
Ambassador and had instructed the British Ambassador in Cairo to do 
the same. He firmly repudiated the Egyptian charge that Britain was 
failing to carry out the agreement and reaffirmed British determination 
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Great Britain (continued) 
to allow the Sudanese to decide their own future freely without inter. 
ference or unfair pressure. 
Saudi Arabian statement on dispute with Britain (see United States), 
12 Mar.—Air Estimates. Mr Ward, Under Secretary for Air, 
yee to the House the Air Estimates for 1953-4 which totalled 
498 m. 
Mr Eden’s speech in New York (see United States). 
16 Mar.—Yugoslavia: Visit of Marshal Tito. Marshal Tito, head 
of the Yugoslav Government, arrived on a five-day visit to Britain. He 
was accompanied by Mr Popovich, his Foreign Minister and by 
military advisers. 
On his arrival he expressed the hope that his visit would strengthen 
friendship and collaboration between Yugoslavia and Britain. He 
emphasized both countries’ interest in preserving peace, and declared 
that the British people should consider the Yugoslavs as their ‘staunch 
allies’. 
Naval Estimates: Russian Naval Strength. In presenting the 
naval estimates for 1953-4 to the House, Mr Thomas, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, said they amounted to {£5,750,000 less than those for the 
current year, after allowing for American counterpart aid and for a 
further grant of £3 m. relating to the current year. Mr Thomas gave an 
account of the strength of the Russian fleet and emphasized that in the 
event of war it would be able, not only to carry out defensive tasks, but 
also to support land and amphibious operations and to wage offensive 
operations against British sea communications and ports. With its 
existing strength of about twenty very powerful cruisers, over 100 
destroyers, and more than 300 submarines, it was second in size only 
to the U.S. fleet. It also had a powerful air force. 
Trade with China. In accordance with Mr Eden’s promise in 
Washington (see United States, 7 March) to reinforce the embargo on 
strategic goods to China, the Minister of Transport laid before Parlia- 
ment the Control of Trade by Sea (China and North Korea) Order, 
1953, according to which no British ship registered in the United 
Kingdom of 500 tons or more would be allowed to proceed to China 
or North Korea from anywhere in the world, or to travel between 
ports in those places, except under the authority of a licence which 
would be granted subject to the provision that the ship carried no 
strategic goods to China or North Korea. Any master or managers of a 
ship infringing the Order would be subject to a fine of £500 or two 
year’s imprisonment or both. 
Korea. A summary of further military developments, armistice 
negotiations, and prisoner-of-war camps in Korea, up to January 1953, 
was published as a White Paper (Cmd. 8793). It stated that since the 
beginning of the armistice negotiations there had been no major 
offensive and that, despite Communist attacks in September and 
October 1952 and U.N. counter-attacks, no major change in the lines 
had resulted. The Communists were estimated to have increased their 
ground strength from half a million to more than a million men, and their 
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air force was believed to include more than 1,000 jet aircraft. The 
summary emphasized the ‘marked improvement in the morale and 
fighting efficiency’ of the South Korean forces. 

17 Mar.—Mr Sanders. Mr Churchill confirmed in the House the 
Government’s earlier decision not to entertain the Hungarian Govern- 
ment’s proposal to exchange Mr Sanders for Lee Meng, the Malayan 
woman Communist (see p. 138). 

Soviet Attack on British Bomber. In a statement in the Commons 
on the attack by Soviet fighters on a Lincoln bomber on 12 March 
(see Germany), Mr Churchill described it as ‘cruel and wanton’ and 
declared that the Lincoln was unarmed and that the Russian assertion 
that it opened fire on their fighters was ‘utterly untrue’. He said that a 
study of available information indicated that the bomber might, 
through a navigational error, have accidentally crossed into the eastern 
zone of Germany, but the evidence of ground observers and the spent 
cannon shell links from the Russian fighters proved that the Russians 
first and repeatedly fired on the Lincoln and destroyed it when it was 
actually west of the zonal frontier. He added that British aircraft would 
continue to carry out normal exercises taking all possible precautions, 
and that should Soviet aircraft stray into the British zone every effort 
would be made to warn them. 

Saudi Arabia. The Saudi Arabian Embassy issued a further state- 
ment alleging breaches of the standstill agreement on the frontier 
dispute over the oasis of Buraimi. It asserted that on g March ar- 
moured cars twice passed by the area of Bani Kaab—a prohibited area— 
that weapons had been taken by car from Sharga to Shurm for distribu- 
tion among the Shuwayhiyyeen of Bani Kaab, and that later that day 
three armoured cars had attacked Shurm. (It was pointed out at the 
Foreign Office that though the facts were being investigated, the area of 
the Bani Kaab tribe lay outside the area covered by the standstill 
agreement). 

Washington Talks. Mr Eden made a statement in the Commons on 
the recent visit of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and himself to 
Washington. Beyond reporting the decisions already announced in the 
communiqué of 7 March, he said that he and Mr Butler had met with 
a very encouraging understanding of the problems involved in the 
British economic proposals and that they had made clear that any inter- 
national measures eventually agreed must be such as to strengthen 
the economy of western Europe. The Government proposed to proceed 
to talks with the European Governments. The discussions on foreign 
policy had confirmed his belief that a new type of Anglo-American 
collaboration would develop resulting in the British Government being 
given the opportunity of expressing their views before any step was 
taken which could have far-reaching international reactions. 

Uganda. The Colonial Office announced the decision, which fol- 
lowed discussions between the Governor of Uganda and the Kabaka 
of Buganda (one of the four provinces of the Uganda Protectorate), to 
transfer to the Kabaka’s Government responsibility at provincial and 
lower levels for certain services concerning education, public health, 
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agriculture, and animal industry. A number of officers of the Pro- 
tectorate Government would be seconded to the Buganda Government 
to ensure a sufficient number of qualified staff. It had also been decided 
to institute a system of local government in Buganda. 


18 Mar.—British Ambassador on Anglo-Italian relations (see Italy), 


GREECE. 12 Mar.—Resolution on Greek prisoners (see United 
Nations, General Assembly—Political Committee). 


INDIA. 5 Mar.—Pepsu State. The President announced the taking- 
over of the administration of Pepsu State—one of the three states not 
having a Congress Government—under Article 356 of the Constitution. 
Administration had become virtually impossible owing to intrigues, 
and there was also considerable Communist infiltration. 

Jammu. Dr Mukherjee, leader of the right-wing Hindu party, 
Jana Sangh, announced a campaign of civil disobedience in support of 
Jammu agitation. 

6 Mar.—Dr Mukherjee and two other right-wing members of 
Parliament—Mr Chatterjee, president of the Hindu Mahasbaha, and 
Nand Lall Sharma, general secretary of Ram Rajya Parishad—were 
arrested with nineteen followers for pro-Jammu agitation in defiance of 
a ban on demonstrations. 

8 Mar.—A demonstration in Old Delhi in support of Jammu agita- 
tion was broken up by the police with tear gas and lathi charges. Nine 
Hindu extremists who appeared to be trying to organize the civil dis- 
obedience campaign announced by Dr Mukherjee were arrested. 

9 Mar.—Further disturbances took place in Old Delhi and more 
arrests were made, bringing the total to eighty-three since Dr Mukher- 
jee announced his campaign on 5 March. 

12 Mar.—The three right-wing Hindu leaders were released follow- 
ing a decision of the Supreme Court, during a petition for habeas corpus, 
that there had been failure to comply with Article 24 of the constitution 
according to which any person arrested and detained in custody must 
be produced before the nearest magistrate within twenty-four hours. 

It was learnt that since their arrest nearly 100 more people had been 
detained for defying the ban on processions in Delhi, though some had 
later been released. 

17 Mar.—The House of the People rejected, by 278 votes to 49, a 
motion demanding India’s withdrawal from the Commonwealth. 
Mr Nehru said during the debate that the Commonwealth was the best 
form of relationship as there was no obligation on any party except 
that of occasional friendly approaches and friendly talks. He said he 
would like to develop that sort of association between India and other 
Asian nations. 


INDO-CHINA. 11 Mar.—aAustralian promise of military equipment 
(see Australia). 
15 Mar.—A communiqué announced a French-Viet-Namese success 
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in a battle thirty miles north-west of Hué in northern Annam. Two 
Viet-Minh battalions were reported to have been wiped out and their 
casualties were given as 400 killed and 108 prisoners. The French and 
Viet-Namese lost eighty dead. 

17 Mar.—A French-Viet-Nam raid was made into the interior in 
northern Viet-Nam towards Hoa Binh and the Black River. 


IRAQ. 10 Mar.—Persian protest (see Persia). 

15 Mar.—Persia. The Government denied the Persian charges that 
Britain was conducting anti-Persian activities from Iraqi territory. A 
statement said that the Persian Government had been asked to prevent 
Tehran Radio from broadcasting ‘mendacious reports’ which were 
harmful to friendly relations. 


ISRAEL. 8 Mar.—Jordan: Border Incidents. An army spokesman 
said that during the week ending 8 March fifteen ‘marauders’ had been 
killed and eleven captured. 

10 Mar.—An army spokesman announced two further incidents: 
the shooting of an Israeli by a member of the Arab Legion and the 
killing of an Israeli policeman by ‘infiltrators’ in the Kalkilya area. 

Arab Lands. The Knesset approved a Bill to give the State develop- 
ment authority legal ownership of rural lands belonging to Arabs still 
resident in Israel which had been requisitioned under emergency laws 
before 1 April 1952. Some 34,000 acres were affected. Compensation 
was to be offered on a basis of land values in 1950 plus 3 per cent for 
each year after until the reaching of a final settlement. 

Budget. Mr Eshkol, Finance Minister, presented the 1953-4 
budget estimates to Parliament. Total expenditure was estimated at 
{216 m., an increase of £43 m. over that of 1952-3. Defence, at £42 m. 
showed a decrease of £3 m., but the ‘special budget’ (said to be one of 
several undefined sources for the Defence Ministry) contained an 
item of £25 m. To meet the increased expenditure, which was attri- 
buted mainly to higher costs and wages, the Minister estimated an 
increase in income tax receipts of from £47 m. to £65 m., an additional 
{9 m. from the fuel tax which was increased by 14 per cent, and an 
increase in ‘special revenue’ of from £13,400,000 to £30,720,000. 

11 Mar.—Border incident (see Jordan). 


ITALY. 8 Mar.—Electoral Reform Bill. On the opening of debate 
in the Senate on the electoral Bill, Signor De Gasperi informed 
Senators that the Government regarded the Bill as an urgent measure 
and that it must make acceptance of the unamended text a question of 
confidence. He said that if the Bill was not approved by the Senate 
before the Chamber was dissolved towards the end of March it would 
be impossible to hold the general election in accordance with the terms 
of the constitution. 

9 Mar.—Trieste. An M.S.I.-sponsored (neo-Fascist) demonstration 
of schoolboys in Rome who were protesting against incidents of the 
previous day in Trieste (g.v.) led to a clash with Communists at the 
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Italy (continued) 
offices of Unita, the Communist newspaper. Twenty persons were 
arrested and twenty-four injured. 

10 Mar.—Further demonstrations by students took place in Rome, 
this time directly in favour of the return of Trieste to Italy. 

11 Mar.—Persian Oil: the ‘Miriella’. The president of the Venice 
court rejected the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company’s application for the 
interim sequestration of the Miriella’s oil cargo (see pp. 115 and 142). 
He rejected the A.I.0.C. contention that the Persian nationalization 
laws were invalid because they did not provide for compensation, on the 
ground that Dr Musaddiq had repeatedly admitted in principle Persia’s 
liability to pay compensation. He also stated that no Italian court could 
refuse recognition of a law which was already in effect in Persia. 

14 Mar.—Franco-Italian convention on Mont Blanc tunnel (see 
France). 

18 Mar.—Anglo-Italian Relations. Sir Victor Mallett, British 
Ambassador, replied in an article in Relazioni Internazionali to various 
criticisms in Italy of British policy. He said that current difficulties re- 
sulted mainly from thinking too much in pre-war terms of bilateral 
relations, and that, when viewed from the angle of the Atlantic com- 
munity, British policy was justified. Defending the British attitude to 
European unity, he said that Britain had taken all steps to associate 
herself with European defence short of merging her troops in the pro- 
posed defence community, and he pointed out that she had four and a 
half divisions in western Europe and a longer term of military service 
than the E.D.C. countries. He considered that it was not the cautious, 
practical, British approach which should excite criticism but rather the 
impetuous attitude of extreme federalists ‘who have already seen what 
happens when political panaceas get too far ahead of public opinion’. 
He regretted British restrictions on Italian exports but pointed out that 
they were necessitated largely by the impact of British defence efforts 
and must ultimately be in the interest of the rest of Europe as well as of 
Britain. In.regard to Trieste, he said Britain did not wish to be drawn 
into mediating and had exhorted both countries to find a compromise. 
But Britain could not disinterest herself, first because she was maintain- 
ing 5,000 troops in Trieste which she would rather have elsewhere, and, 
secondly, because her interest in the defence of western Europe com- 
pelled her to recognize that the proper line for the defence of Italy 
(which was the south-eastern flank of the whole European defence line) 
was not in the plain of Venetia but farther forward at Ljubliana. He 
denied that Britain was unsympathetic to Italy and pro-Yugoslav, 
declaring that she was ‘merely trying to be pro-Europe.’ 


JAPAN. 14 Mar.—Fall of Government. Mr Yoshida, Prime Minister, 
dissolved the Diet and fixed elections for 19 April, following the 
Government’s defeat, owing to the defection of twenty-two Liberals, 
on a motion of no confidence. The vote was 229 to 218. 


JORDAN.—8 Mar. et seq. Border incidents (see Israel). 
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9 Mar.—U.K. financial aid for five-year plan (see Great Britain). 
11 Mar.—Arab Legion H.Q. reported that in a border incident on 
9 March four Israeli soldiers were believed to have been killed. 


KASHMIR. 5 Mar.—All business activity was suspended during the 
day in Jammu Province in response to an all-India appeal by the 
Opposition parties to observe Kashmir Day by expressing their dis- 
approval of Mr Nehru’s Kashmir policy and Sheikh Abdullan’s atti- 
tude to Jammu sentiments. 

6 Mar. et seq. Pro-Jammu agitation in India (see India). 


KENYA. 5 Mar.—It was announced that 120 special police posts 
were to be established in the worst affected areas outside the Kikuyu 
reserve. 

8 Mar.—A Kikuyu was shot and seriously wounded in Nairobi. 

Police shot dead a Mau-Mau member who had escaped from 
custody. 

g Mar.—A Government statement announced that Mr Odede, 
Member of the Legislative Council, had been arrested and suspended 
from the Legislature following the receipt of evidence that he had been 
in touch with the Mau-Mau movement, had been attempting to spread 
Mau-Mau methods of violence into Nyanza Province, and had been 
threatening loyal Africans. The statement said the action had been taken 
against Mr Odede in his purely individual and personal capacity and 
had no connection with his political views or his activities as a member 
of the Legislative Council or as a representative of Africans in Nyanza. 

Security forces killed eleven of a Mau-Mau gang on Mount Kenya. 

10 Mar.—Two Africans were killed by Mau-Mau gangs, one in the 
south Nyeri reserve, the other at Fort Hall. 

12 Mar.—Chief Joshua of the Embu tribe was killed by terrorists. 


KOREA. 5 Mar.—Prisoners’ Riots. One internee was killed during a 
riot at a camp for civilian internees on Pongam Island. 

7 Mar.—Twenty-three prisoners were killed and forty-two wounded, 
when guards fired on prisoners during a riot on Yoncho Island. 

U.N. liaison officers received a Communist protest at the alleged 
death of eighteen Communist prisoners between 28 February and 
4 March. 

10 Mar.—Air Losses. The U.S. Air Force claimed that since the 
start of the war Communist aircraft losses totalled 1,788, of which 780 
were destroyed and 868 damaged. U.N. losses were estimated at 891. 

16 Mar.—British White Paper on Korea (see Great Britain). 

17 Mar.—A heavy U.N. bombing attack was made on a supply area 
near Sinuiji and on tunnels and fortifications across Korea. 


MALAYA. 9 Mar.—The sentence of death passed on Lee Meng, the 
woman Communist, was commuted to life imprisonment by the Sultan 
of Perak on the advice of his Executive Council. 

16 Mar.—The United Malays’ National Organization and the 
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Malaya (continued) 

Malayan Chinese Association announced that the two parties had 
reached agreement in principle on the general elections to the Federal 
Legislature and that the agreed principles would be submitted for 
ratification to their respective general assemblies. 

17 Mar.—The appointment of Deputy Director of Operations came 
to an end with the departure of Gen. Sir Rob Lockhart. It was an- 
nounced that Gen. Oliver, who had just arrived, would be principal 
staff officer to the High Commissioner. 

18 Mar.—Gen. Templer, High Commissioner, announced to the 
Legislative Council the immediate abolition of the emergency regulation 
17D empowering mass detention and deportation. He gave a warning 
of the danger of increasing public complacency concerning the emerg- 
ency, reminding his audience that there were still about the same 
number of terrorists in the jungle as there had been two years earlier, 
But he considered that because of the general improvement more 
attention should be given to social and political progress, and in 
enumerating various projects, such as the establishment of more local 
councils, he placed emphasis on the need to narrow the gap between 
the Government and the people. 

A Government White Paper was issued which showed that 29,828 
persons had been detained under special regulations since the beginning 
of the emergency, and that on 6 March the number in detention camps 
was 3,210. Since December 1948, 24,036 Chinese and 1,893 Indians, 
Ceylonese, and Indonesians had been deported. The White Paper 
said that of the 1,280 selected persons who had completed the re- 
habilitation course at the Taiping centre only eight were known to 
have resumed their pro-Communist activities after release. 


MALTA. 18 Mar.—Dr Borg Olivier, Prime Minister, adjourned the 
Legislative Assembly indefinitely, following an announcement by the 
Speaker that he would no longer vote in committee. (Without the 
Speaker’s vote the Government could not be sure of a majority in 
committee.) The Speaker’s decision followed the tabling of an Opposi- 
tion motion that the House had no confidence in the Speaker who had 
taken part in a division in the committee of supply on the general 
estimates. 


NEW ZEALAND. 9 Mar.—Protest against U.S. import restrictions on 
dairy products (see United States). 

18 Mar.—Western Samoa. Mr Holland issued a statement pro- 
posing a basis for self-government for the trusteeship territory of 
Western Samoa. He suggested: (1) common citizenship for all in- 
habitants; (2) a single chamber Parliament of forty to forty-five rep- 
resentatives which would be responsible to a Cabinet and would have a 
Speaker elected by the House; (3) direct election in a secret ballot on 
the widest suffrage that the Samoan people would accept. He proposed 
that a conference of all sections of the Samoan community should dis- 
cuss these proposals before the end of the year. 
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| NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 12 Mar.—Lord 


Ismay on N.A.T.O, (see United States). 

g Mar.—An indoor exercise, ‘CPX 2’, for the study of European 
defence problems began at Supreme Headquarters under the direction 
of Field-Marshal Montgomery. It was attended by the most senior 
officers of the N.A.T.O. countries. 

15 Mar.—The new Mediterranean Command under Admiral 
Mountbatten, with H.Q. at Malta, became operational. 


PAKISTAN. 6 Mar.—Disorders. Following further anti-Ahmadiya 
agitation leading to arson and looting, martial law was proclaimed in 
Lahore, and the G.O.C. Lahore was appointed chief administrator of 
the city. The total number of casualties on 4 and 5 March was stated to 
be ten killed and fourteen injured. The Government issued a statement 
declaring that the real aim of the agitation was subversive—namely to 
create dissensions among Muslims and promote disorder with a view to 
disrupting stability. 

Anti-Ahmadiya demonstrations began again in Karachi and several 
arrests were made. 

7 Mar.—Anti-Ahmadiya demonstrations continued in Karachi. 

8 Mar.—One man was killed and six injured when police opened 
fire to quell disorders in Rawalpindi. A curfew was imposed. 

10 Mar.—Gen. Azam Khan, the administrator of martial law in 
Lahore, announced that 600 persons had been arrested in the area 
where the police deputy superintendent had been killed. 

13 Mar.—There were renewed demonstrations in Karachi against 
Sir Zafrullah Khan. Some arrests were made. 

14 Mar.—Budget. Mr Mohammed Ali, Finance Minister, intro- 
duced the Budget to Parliament. Revenue receipts were estimated at 
1,448,500,000 Rs. (about £157 m.), and although revenue expenditure 
was estimated to exceed this sum, a 50 per cent increase on import 
duty on alcohol and increases in taxation or import duty on other 
commodities were expected to convert the deficit into a nominal 
surplus of 1,400,000 Rs. (about £152,000). Defence estimates pro- 
vided for about £65 m. under revenue and about £27 m. under capital. 
The Minister reported that gold and sterling reserves had improved 
during January and February. 


PERSIA. 5 Mar.—Dr Musaddiq officially repudiated in writing 
Mullah Kashani’s statement that to change the commander of the Majlis 
guard was beyond the Government’s authority. He declared that the 
maintenance of security and order throughout the country was a 
matter for the Government and that the Chief of Staff enjoyed full 
responsibility to supervise the conduct of all officers. 

The Majlis appointed a commission to effect a reconciliation between 
the Majlis, the Government, and the Court. 

7 Mar.—Reports were received in Tehran of a clash between left 


| wing and opposing factions in Tabriz. Two people were reported 


killed and fifty injured. 
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Persia (continued) 

It was learned that Dr Zadeh, leader of the Sumka (Fascist) party, 
had been arrested. 

The Majlis commission of reconciliation succeeded in resolving the 
two disputes over the commander of the Majlis guard and over the 
question of presiding at Majlis meetings. It was agreed that the Chief of 
Staff should nominate five officers from among whom the Majlis 
should choose the commander, and in regard to the question of presid- 
ing over Majlis meetings it was agreed that the first deputy speaker 
should preside over the first meeting to be held after the end of the 
parliamentary crisis and that thereafter the deputy presidents would 
take alternate turns of duty. 

Reference to Persia in Anglo-U.S. communiqué (see United States). 

8 Mar.—The Majlis met and passed the internal budget. 

10 Mar.—Iragq. A Note was delivered to the Iraq Embassy protesting 
against alleged activities by British ‘agents and spies’ along the Iraq- 
Persian border, and demanding that Iraq should cease allowing its 
territory to be used as a base for anti-Persian activity by British agents. 

11 Mar.—Venice court’s decision on Miriella cargo (see Italy). 

U.S.S.R. The Soviet Ambassador called on the Foreign Minister 
to protest against recent press attacks against the Soviet Government. 

12 Mar.—Rift Between Shah and Dr Musaddiq: Conciliation 
Committee’s Report. The conciliation commission charged with 
effecting a reconciliation between the Shah and Dr Musaddigq failed, at 
a secret session, to secure the approval of the Majlis for the formula it 
had proposed. The commission’s report, which had been drafted by 
Hussein Makki, secretary of the National Front, explained that one of 
the causes for the misunderstandings between the Shah and the Prime 
Minister was a difference of view on the interpretation of the con- 
stitution in regard to the scope, authority, and responsibilities of the 
Sovereign’s position. A difference had also prevailed on the extent of 
the Government’s authority over the country’s affairs, especially in 
regard to the security forces. The report expressed the view that the 
conduct of national affairs, both civil and military, was the unquestion- 
able right of the Council of Ministers which would be responsible to 
Parliament and would exercise executive powers in the name of the 
Sovereign. Critics of the report maintained that this interpretation 
would deprive the Shah of his right under the constitution to appoint or 
dismiss army commanders, and that he would in fact lose his position 
under the constitution as supreme commander of the army. Members 
of the commission had explained, in reply, that the principal cause of 
the rift had been the Prime Minister’s complaint of the Sovereign’s 
interference in security matters and the failure of military commanders 
to obey Dr Musaddiq as head of the Government and Minister of 
National Defence. Several pro-Government deputies supporting the 
report charged the army with responsibility for a number of political 
crises in the past and especially with interference during elections in 
remote provinces. 

Oil. The Finance Minister announced the Government’s decision to 
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give a 50 per cent discount on the price of oil to the Supor Company of 
Italy during the next six months. 

15 Mar.—Oil. An Italian tanker, Alba, owned by the Supor Com- 
pany, began loading a cargo of oil at Bandar Mashur. 

New Party. It was announced that a new Liberal Party under the 
leadership of Hassan Haerizadeh had been formed by ten independent 
deputies. 

bond denial of Persian charges (see Iraq). 

17 Mar.—Gen. Zahedi, who had been arrested on 25 February, was 
released. 

Following an appeal to Dr Musaddiq by a Majlis deputation which 
also saw the Shah, it was announced that all political prisoners would be 
released in the next two days. 

18 Mar.—The Italian tanker, Miriella, left Abadan with ‘a second 


cargo of oil. 


POLAND. 5 Mar. et seq. Pilot’s escape to Denmark and exchange of 
Notes (see Denmark). 

Denmark. Polish authorities seized six Danish fishing vessels which 
had entered a harbour in Danzig Bay to seek shelter from a storm. 

11 Mar.—The six Danish fishing boats were released. 


RHODESIA, NORTHERN. 11 Mar.—The International Bank 
announced a loan of $14 m. to Northern Rhodesia to help the railway 
development programme. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 6 Mar.—British statement on border dispute (see 
Great Britain). 

11 Mar.—Foreign Minister’s statement on border dispute (see 
United States). 

17 Mar.—Further Saudi Arabian statement (see Great Britain). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 5 Mar.—In an electioneering speech at Stellen- 
bosch Dr Malan, Prime Minister, declared that the Nationalist Party 
stood by its policy of apartheid and would ask the nation for authority 
to place the sovereignty of Parliament, and thereby of the people, 
above all doubt. 


SUDAN. 15 Mar.—Egypt. The text was published of a cable sent by 
the Governor-General, Sir Robert Howe, to Gen. Nagib, Prime Minis- 
ter of Egypt. It said that the report of Gen. Nagib’s statement of 10 
March (see Egypt) suggested that he had been misled by irresponsible 
persons and it declared that all members of the Sudan Government, 
whatever their nationality, were faithfully performing their normal 
duties. Any reports to the contrary were therefore unfounded. The 
Governor expressed a wish to see the various commissioners appointed 
immediately so that the elections could be held as soon as possible, and 
he asked Gen. Nagib not to give credence to unconfirmed reports and 
to refer to him any complaints before making charges publicly. 
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TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 8 Mar.—A hand grenade, thrown 
during an unauthorized neo-Fascist parade, injured twenty-four 
persons. Eleven suspects were arrested. 


TUNISIA. 6 Mar.—The French authorities arrested Hedi Nouira, 
the acting leader of the Neo-Destour, and thirteen others on charges of 
distributing anti-French propaganda. 


TURKEY. 9 Mar. et seq. Visit of Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
to France (see France). 


UGANDA. 17 Mar.-—Reforms in Buganda (see Great Britain). 


UNITED NATIONS 
General Assembly 

10 Mar.—Mr Lie. Mr Trygve Lie, Secretary-General, declared, 
while addressing the Assembly in defence of his staff policy, that 
because of the stand he took against armed aggression in Korea the 
Soviet Union and its four allies in the United Nations had exerted ‘the 
crudest form of pressure’ against him, and since 1950 had refused even 
to recognize him as Secretary-General. It was mainly for this reason 
that he had resigned. 

Mr Lie defended the U.S. President’s order for an F.B.1. investiga- 
tion of all Americans in the Secretariat as the best means of regulating 
the situation arising from criticisms of subversive activity, but he 
criticized the finding of a U.S. grand jury that the United Nations had 
been infiltrated by an overwhelmingly large group of disloyal Americans. 
He said that not a single American staff member had been accused of 
subversion or espionage in any court—much less convicted—and there 
was in fact no secret information at U.N. headquarters 

11 Mar.—Korea. The Assembly endorsed by 55 votes to 5 the cur- 
rent relief programme for Korea, and rejected by 54 votes to 5 a Russian 
proposal to abolish the U.N. relief agency on the ground that it was 
subordinate to American military requirements. 

Mr Eden, British Foreign Minister, said that though there was no 
prospect of an immediate armistice the achievement of the United 
Nations must not be overlooked. Aggression had been held and re- 
pulsed and this brave act might well prove to have been a turning point 
in history: later years might show that a third world war had thereby 
been avoided. He thought it was a mistaken idea to regard the United 
Nations as an instrument in the cold war; he believed that a third world 
war was not inevitable and that the United Nations must be preserved 
as a world meeting place. 


General Assembly—Political Committee 

5 Mar.—Korea. Sir Gladwyn Jebb (U.K.) said that, in the absence of 
willingness to negotiate on the part of the Communists, he did not 
think the Assembly could, or should, do very much in the meantime, 
but no doubt an opportunity for constructive work would come later. 
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He referred to Gen. Clark’s proposal to the Communists for an im- 
mediate exchange of sick and wounded prisoners, and condemned the 
failure of the Chinese and North Koreans to abide by the provisions 
of the Geneva Convention despite Russian professions in the Assembly 
in favour of scrupulous observance of the Convention. 

Mar.—The Committee rejected by 54 votes to 5 a Soviet proposal 
to disband the U.N. Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation 
of Korea and adopted, by 54 votes to 5, a resolution calling for support 
for the relief programme. 

12 Mar.—Greek War Prisoners. The Committee adopted by 
54 votes to § (Soviet bloc), with 1 abstention (India), a resolution con- 
firming a previous resolution of December 1950 and appealing to the 
Governments of Russia and other Communist countries to repatriate 
Greek servicemen held since the Greek civil war. (They were estimated 
by Greece to number about 3,000). 

18 Mar.—Disarmament. Speaking in a debate on the report of the 
Disarmament Commission, Mr Gross (U.S.A.) said that he hoped 
Mr Malenkov’s recent statement on peace meant peace as understood 
by the rest of the world, and he asked for considered answers from the 
Soviet Government to the following questions: (1) ‘Is this a time when 
the Soviet Government is willing to discuss constructively the subject 
of disarmament?’. (2) ‘Is the United Nations a forum in which the 
Soviet representative would negotiate with his colleagues in order to 
give tangible form to peace?’ Mr Gross said the United States would 
never agree to the flat one-third reduction of arms demanded by Russia 
nor to any system of disarmament until a system of verification and 
inspection was set up. 


Security Council 

13 Mar.—Appointment of Secretary-General. In a secret ballot 
for the appointment of a new Secretary-General neither Gen. Romulo 
of the Philippines, the United States candidate, nor Mr Skrzesezewski, 
the Polish Foreign Minister who was proposed by Russia, secured the 
requisite seven votes, and Mr Lester Pearson, the Canadian Minister 
of External Affairs, who received nine votes, was vetoed by one of the 
great Powers (Russia). 


UNITED STATES. 5 Mar.—Great Britain. Mr Eden and Mr Butler, 
the British Foreign Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer, ad- 
dressed the National Press Club in Washington. 

Mr Butler declared that the Commonwealth countries’ decision not 
to extend preferences but to seek to widen trade and make payments 
more interchangeable involved risks and needed a response. He said 
that by changing the direction of internal policies confidence in sterling 
had been secured and maintained. What was now wanted was American 
help to develop productive resources at home and overseas. He asked 
first for a greater volume of U.S. investments, private and public, 
especially in the under-developed countries, and, secondly, for a chance 
to trade with the dollar with the minimum barriers of tariffs, discrimina- 
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United States (continued) 
tion in shipping policy and export credits, and such things as the ‘Buy 
American Act’. 

7 Mar.—Anglo-U.S. Economic Talks. A communiqué issued on 
the conclusion of Mr Butler’s economic and financial discussions with 
American statesmen said that the U.S. Government undertook to study 
the suggestions which had emerged from the London Commonwealth 
Conference in December for measures to restore balance in the world 
economy through the channels of commerce and to develop, by pro- 
gressive stages, an effective multilateral trade and payments system 
over the widest possible area. The two Governments had agreed that 
the solution of the economic problems of the free world was vital to its 
security and well-being and that a workable and productive economic 
system should include: (a) Sound internal policies: The U.S. Govern- 
ment welcomed the intention of the Commonwealth Governments to 
follow internal policies needed to achieve a freer exchange of currencies 
and trade. (b) Freer trade and currencies: Eventual convertibility of 
sterling and other currencies, the gradual removal of restrictions on 
payments, and the relaxation of trade restrictions and discriminations 
were recommended as objectives. (c) Development: An essential aim 
should be the creation of conditions to foster international investment 
and sound development. The U.S. Government emphasized its inten- 
tion of encouraging investment abroad. (d@) Organization: International 
institutions should be used constructively to promote these policies. 

Anglo-U.S. Political Talks. A communiqué issued on the political 
discussions between Mr Eden and Mr Dulles announced that: 

1. They had exchanged views regarding developments in the Soviet 
Union. 

2. They had agreed on the urgent need for ratification of the E.D.C. 
treaty. 

3. They had agreed on the urgency of furthering constructive solu- 
tions in the Middle East. 

4. Mr Eden had affirmed the British Government’s decision to stand 
by the proposals presented ‘to Dr Musaddiq on 20 February for a 
solution of the Anglo-Persian oil dispute. The U.S. Government 
considered the proposals ‘reasonable and fair’. If the proposals were 
agreed to: (a) Iran would retain control of its oil industry and oil 
policies; (6) the problem of compensation would be disposed of with- 
out entailing a sacrifice of principles fundamental to international inter- 
course, and the payment of compensation would be fully compatible 
with the rehabilitation of Iran’s economy; (c) Iran would be able to 
sell oil at competitive prices in world markets; (d) Iran would receive 
sufficient funds, to be repaid in oil, to meet its immediate financial 
problems pending a resumption of revenue from its oil industry. 

5. Mr Eden had informed Mr Dulles of the British Government's 
decision: (a) to introduce a new system of licensing vessels registered 
in the United Kingdom and colonies to prevent strategic materials 
being carried to China in British ships; and (5) to take additional steps 
to ensure that no ships of the Soviet bloc or other nationality carrying 
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strategic cargoes to China would be bunkered in a British port. Both 
Governments would concert their efforts to secure the co-operation of 
other nations in measures to exclude the shipment of strategic materials 
to China. 

6. The prior understanding was confirmed that the use of U.S. 
bases in the United Kingdom in an emergency would be a matter for 
joint decision by the two Governments. 

g Mar.—Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told a press conference he 
saw greatly improved prospects for peace in Mr Stalin’s death. “The 
Eisenhower era begins’, he said ‘as the Stalin era ends’, and he believed 
that the guiding spirit of the new era would be liberty, not enslavement. 

New Zealand. Another protest against the U.S. import restrictions 
on New Zealand dairy products—the third in recent months—was 
received from the New Zealand Government. 

10 Mar.—Great Britain. In a speech to the Economic Club of New 
York, Mr Butler reminded his audience that no country’s position nad 
changed so greatly in so short a time as Britain’s. Before the war she 
had been a great creditor nation, and at the end of the war she owed 
other countries $13,000 m. Yet she had honoured and would honour 
these obligations. The financial position had greatly improved since the 
present Government had come into power: a debit of over $1,000 m. 
in their oversea payments in the last six months of 1951 had been 
transformed into a surplus of over $150 m. over the whole of 1952. This 
was, however, not enough. Emphasizing the heaviness of the defence 
burden Mr Butler said defence expenditure represented 40 per cent of 
the budget, and the figure for the next fiscal year was $4,600 m. Nearly 
4 per cent of the working population was in the armed forces and 
another 5 per cent was in industrial work allied to the defence effort: 
the defence programme engaged about one-eighth of the output of the 
metal-using industries which provided Britain’s most saleable exports. 
In order to maintain this effort the Government had taken steps to 
free and tone up their economy: inflation had been checked, prices 
and wages were more stable during the second half of the year, civil 
expenditure had been kept from rising, and the new monetary policy 
was yielding results—the total of bank advances fell by 10 per cent 
during 1952. Britain could go on provided she could secure her base 
by maintaining and strengthening the sterling area system and the role 
of sterling in international trade. The new American Administration 
must be given time to work out joint methods of achievirg 2 widening 
pattern of trade and currencies which were more readily interchange- 
able. Other needs would seem to be: a review of American tariff policy 
and of ‘buy American’ legislation and the opportunity for Britain to 
earn her living on commercial competitive terms without impediment. 
Mr Butler emphasized that such a policy would in the long run benefit 
America as well as Britain. 

Czech attack on U.S. aircraft (se Germany). 

11 Mar.—Protest to Czechoslovakia and Czech counter-protest 
(see Czechoslovakia). 

Anglo-Arabian Dispute. Prince Faisal, Foreign Minister of Saudi 
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United States (continued) 

Arabia and leader of its delegation to the United Nations, made a state. 
ment to the press on the dispute with Britain concerning the Buraimi 
oasis (see Great Britain, 6 March). He denied that the Saudi Arabian 
claim to the territory was in any way inspired by the discovery of oil, 
and complained that in spite of the standstill agreement British officials 
were trying to extend their influence and British aircraft had repeatedly 
flown low over the area in an attempt to terrify the inhabitants into 
submission. He claimed that Saudi Arabian sovereignty over the area 
had been undisputed for fifty-two years, and said that Saudi Arabia 
was willing to seek a settlement by a free plebiscite but could not accept 
the British offer of arbitration in view of Britain’s past rights. He main- 
tained that Saudi Arabia could have settled boundary questions with- 
out difficulty if it had been left to her and the sheiks. 

12 Mar.—N.A.T.O. Lord Ismay, Secretary-General of N.A.T.O,, 
gave the following information in an address to the National Press Club 
in Washington. Defence expenditures in N.A.T.O. countries had in- 
creased by 120 per cent since 1949-50: in 1950~51, the increase had been 
20 per cent; in 1951-2, 47 per cent; and in the current year, 24 per cent. 
The total of men in the armed: forces of the European members of 
N.A.T.O. had increased from about 2,450,000 in 1949 to nearly 3,300,000. 
By the end of 1953 the European air forces of N.A.T.O. would have 
more than 4,000 aircraft—which was double the number available at 
the beginning of 1952—and the number of minesweepers would be 
nearly 75 per cent greater than in mid-1952. By the end of 1952 the 
Lisbon goal of fifty divisions had been substantially met and these 
divisions would be increased by the end of 1953 both numerically and 
also very substantially in quality. 

Great Britain. In a speech to the Foreign Policy Association, Mr 
Eden reviewed the international situation and pledged the British 
people’s loyal comradeship with America in the world struggle for 
peace and freedom. He said that military commitments kept British 
resources of wealth and manpower at full stretch, and pointed out that 
defence expenditure in the current year was expected to absorb 40 per 
cent of the total budget, that in 1952 over $1,000 m. of foreign exchange 
had been devoted to defence, and that the resources devoted to defence 
in the metal-using industries would be enough to increase exports by 
20 per cent if used for that purpose. On the question of the Far East 
he said British policy had been misrepresented in various ways, and 
he emphasized that since the Korean war began no arms had been sold 
to Communist China from any British territory and Britain had done 
all she could to prevent the evasion of her ban on strategic materials to 
China. Owing to the embargo on shipments to China, Hong Kong was 
not able to play its normal economic role. This was accepted by Britain, 
but Mr Eden added, the United States must also accept that Hong 
Kong must live. Turning to Europe, Mr Eden declared that Britain 
had done all she could to help and encourage the plans for a Europeen 
Defence Community and a European political federation, but he re- 
affirmed that Britain could not join a European federation as ‘our life 
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and our interests as a nation direct us constantly to horizons wider than 
Europe alone’. 

13 Mar.—Second protest to Czechoslovakia (see Czechoslovakia). 

17 Mar.—Attack on U.S. Aircraft. The Air Force announced that 
an American weather aircraft on a routine flight from an Alaskan base 
had been fired on by a Russian-built MIG15 aircraft approximately 
twenty-five miles out over the Pacific ocean, east of Kamchatka Peninsu- 
laon 14 March. The U.S. aircraft had returned the fire but there ap- 
peared to be no damage to either aircraft. 

Price Controls. The Government removed all remaining price 
control except rent controls which were to continue in certain areas. 

18 Mar.—Protest to Russia re attack on aircraft (see U.S.S.R.). 


U.S.S.R. 5 Mar.—Death of Stalin. Mr Stalin, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party died, aged seventy-three. He had been the virtual 
dictator of the Soviet Union since 1929. 

6 Mar.—Government Reorganization. A statement signed by 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party, the Council of 
Ministers, and the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet announced a 
list of Government appointments of which the most important were: 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Mr Malenkov; Deputy Chairmen, 
Mr Beria, Mr Molotov, Marshal Bulganin, and Mr Kaganovitch; 
Chairman of the Supreme Council Praesidium (President): Marshal 
Voroshilov (in place of Mr Shvernik); Minister of Internal Affairs (to 
be responsible for the merged Ministries of State Security and Internal 
Affairs) Mr Beria; Foreign Minister, Mr Molotov; Permanent Repre- 
sentative at the United Nations, Mr Vyshinsky; War Minister, Marshal 


| Bulganin; Mimister of Internal and External Trade, Mr Mikoyan; 


Minister of Machine Building, Mr Saburov; Minister of Transport and 
Heavy Machinery Building, Mr Malyshev; Minister of Electric Power, 
Mr Pervukhin; Chairman of the Gosplan, Mr Kosychenko; Chairman of 
the Central Council of Trade Unions, Mr Shvernik. 

Praesidium of the Communist Party Central Committee. The 
statement also announced that the Central Committee would in future 
have a single Praesidium of ten members and four alternate members 
instead of, as formerly, a Praesidium of thirty-six members and a 
secretariat of eleven members. The ten members were Mr Malenkov, 
Mr Beria, Mr Molotov, Marshal Voroshilov, Mr Kruschev, Marshal 
Bulganin, Mr Kaganovitch, Mr Mikoyan, Mr Saburov, and Mr 
Pervukhin. The four alternate members were: Mr Shvernik, Mr 
Ponomarenko, Mr Melnikov, and Mr Bagirov. 

9 Mar.—Mr Malenkov declared in an oration at the funeral of Mr 
Stalin that it was the sacred duty of the Soviet people to consolidate 
the multi-national Soviet Socialist State and the Soviet armed forces, 
to develop Socialist industry, to strive for improvement in the workers’ 
material well-being, and to strengthen further the Soviet Communist 
Party, the bonds of friendship and solidarity of the peoples of the demo- 
cratic camp, and the inviolate brotherly friendship with the Chinese 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

people and with the workers in the people’s democracies. He said the 
Soviet Union ‘has pursued and pursues’ a policy aimed at strengthening 
peace, at combating war preparations, and at co-operation betwe:n 
nations, and he declared that it was a policy which flowed from the 
Lenin-Stalin axiom that peaceful co-existence between the capitalist 
and Socialist systems was possible. Soviet foreign policy would be 
directed towards preventing war. The death of Stalin placed on the 
Soviet people the duty to multiply their contribution to the common 
effort of building a Communist society and to strengthen the might 
and defensive capacities of the Socialist homeland. 

Mr Beria mentioned in the course of his funeral oration the need for 
untiring vigilance against intrigues of enemies of the Socialist State. 

A third funeral oration was delivered by Mr Molotov who also em- 
phasized the need for the preparedness of the armed forces to combat 
any aggressor against Russia, and at the same time repeated that foreign 
policy would be directed to maintaining peace. 

10 Mar.—China. It was announced that Mr Kuznetsov, deputy 
Foreign Minister, had been appointed Ambassador to China in place of 
Mr Panyushkin. 

15 Mar.—The Government changes announced on 6 March were 
unanimously approved by the Supreme Soviet, and a great many new 
ministerial mergers were announced. The changes reduced the number 
of Ministries from fifty-one to twenty-six. 

Addressing the Supreme Soviet, Mr Malenkov said that the measures 
for the unification of the leadership of organizations had been agreed on 
while Stalin was alive, and their execution had been accelerated follow- 
ing his death. He declared that foreign policy would be directed to 
maintaining and consolidating peace, to ensuring the defence and 
security of the Soviet Union, to collaboration with other countries and 
the development of trade with them, and to strengthening the ties of 
friendship with China and the People’s Democracies. He said the Soviet 
peace policy was based on respect for the rights of all peoples, great and 
small, and for strict observance of all international treaties, and he 
added that there was no question which could not be settled by peaceful 
means on the basis of mutual agreement. This applied to Soviet 
relations with all States, including the United States of America. 

18 Mar.—United States. A United States protest against the attack 
on an American weather aircraft (see United States, 17 March) was 
delivered in Moscow. It asked to be informed of the disciplinary action 
taken against the responsible Soviet personnel and of measures taken 
to prevent a repetition of similar incidents. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 7 Mar.—Marshal Tito left for Britain by sea. 

13 Mar.—It was announced that the general election, scheduled for 
the end of May, would be postponed until the autumn. 

16 Mar.—Arrival of Marshal Tito in London (see Great Britain). 
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